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escaped from the country to join the fight against oppression. In
January 1917, it was discovered that a party of Bengali Muslims from
Rangpur and Dacca had joined the fanatics to whom they were also
conveying money. Earlier, in August 1916, the Government discovered
the plot known as the " Silk Letters " ease, a project for destroying
British rule by an attack on the frontier and a simultaneous Muslim
rising in the country. Obeidullah Sindhi, trained at the great seminary
of Deoband, proceeded to Kabul in August 1915 with several others
in pursuance of this object, and met the members of a Turko-German
mission, Next month, Maulana Mahmud Hasan, Shaikh-ul-Hind,
principal at Deoband and friend, philosopher and guide to Abul
Kalam Azad, left for the Hedjaz tract of Arabia. From the latter,
Obeidullah received in 1916 the " Ghalibnama ", a declaration of holy
war on the British in India and on the frontier, signed by the governor
of Hedjaz. A provisional government of India afcer the overthrow of
British power was also planned. Mahendra Pratap, who had gone to
Europe in 1914, met the well-known revolutionary Hardayal and had
been contacted by the German government, was to be president of the
Indian republ:c, and Barkatullah, a leading member of the Gliadr
party was to be premier. The Government got scent of the conspi-
racy, however, and it was nipped in the bud. The Shaikh-ul-Hind fell
into British hands and became a prisoner of war.fi

The Bengal revolutionaries had spread their net all over northern
India and besides their usual weapon of individual terrorism, they
worked now with a view to a general rising with German help. The
government was seriously perturbed, and in 1917 resorted to repres-
sion unbridled by the normal processes of the law. By 1918, one
hundred State prisoners in Bengal were locked up under the anti-
diluvian Regulation III of 1818, and seven hundred were interned. One
reason for official panic was the attempt at insurrection in 1915. The
Bengal revolutionaries were in touch with the Ghadr ('Rebellion')
party established in America, and with the German consul-general at
Shanghai who was acting under orders from the German embassy at
Washington, (the U.S.A. did not enter the war till 1917). Funds were
expected from the Indian revolutionaries in America and from the
Germans, and Bengali emissaries went to Batavia in Java to arrange
details with German representatives there.

A German steamer left California for Batavia, the idea being to
sail thence for a place called Rai Mangal in the Sundarbans. Arms
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